
This Photo Album is one of the final products of Erasmus + Project "70 Years of European History (1945-2015)" and it is also the final 

result of the team work between students and teachers from the following schools: 

 

-Evening High School of Aigaleo, Athens, Greece 

-Maçka Anadolu TƳŀƳ Hatip Lisesi, Macka, Turkey 

-Liceum Ogolnosztalcace im. Adama Mickiewicza, Opole Lubelskie, Poland 

-Liceul Tehnologic, Grigore C. Moisil" Buzau, Buzau, Romania 

-Associazione per lo sviluppo culturale "Plateja", Taranto, Italy 

-Agrupamento de Escolas Augusto Cabrita, Barreiro, Portugal 

-IES Clara Campoamor, La Solana, Spain 

-Gymnazium, Ceskolipska 373, Praha 9, Prague, Czech Republic 

 

This Project emerged from the need to fulfill numerous gaps in what concerns the period of European History that followed the Second 

World War until the present day. In this way, it was possible to identify that most students were not familiar with important facts and 

events which are crucial for the full exercise of the European citizenship. 

Thus, the purpose of this project was to grant all the students and teachers of the different partner schools the opportunity to research 

and develop partnership works about the major historical, artistic and scientific events in the period under study. 

 So, the history of the Photo Album starts at the end of the Second World War and pretends to illustrate through photos collected from 

the different partners, some of the moments that marked European History during this period. We tried not to use familiar photos and 

collect the ones which ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ so well known to the general public. 



 The album ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ follow an accurate timeline. It is organized in unifying themes such as: 

- Behind the Curtin ς where we can see captured images behind the iron curtain during the Cold War; 

- Difficult times after the war ς where we pretend to portray events that occurred after the Second World War; 

- Something went wrong ς where we illustrate some environmental and ecological disasters; 

- War and Terrorism ς where we intend to show that, unfortunately, the end of the Second World War, ƘŀǎƴΩǘ brought peace for 

everybody yet and that there are other conflicts still prevailing;  

- Fighting for freedom ς where we illustrate important moments with people struggling for freedom and defense of the Human Rights in 

several European countries; 

- The photographer was there ς where we can view some historical curiosities that are not usually disclosed; 

- Once we were heroes ς where the statues have fallen down the pedestal and heroes are understood in a different perspective; 

- Towards the future ς where we show technological examples and changes that have brought progress to Europe. 

 To accomplish this Photo Album we used different tools and we had to do an exhaustive research on this topic.  

We believe that this Album has contributed to:  the development of different language skills, research using different means, use 

different technologies, do editing-related work and collaborative and group work; etc.  

The Photo Album is a useful work instrument that can be used by all the members of the educational community as a starting point for 

the study of European History over the last 70 years. 

In our point of view, the Photo Album has contributed to lead our students to stand up and make critical reflections towards the world 

they live in and to develop critical attitudes towards European History. Therefore, the feeling of belonging to the same community may 

lead them to build a better world, without wars, a world that promotes solidarity, respect for the Human Rights and the integration of all 

in a unique community ς a European Union. 

  



Behind the 
iron curtain 
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The building of the Berlin Wall in August 1961 divided families and 

neighborhoods in what had been the capital of Germany. The Wall 

represents a uniquely squalid, violent, and ultimately futile, episode 

in the post-war world. Life was changed overnight in Berlin. Streets, 

subway lines, bus lines, tramlines, canals and rivers were divided. 

Family members, friends, lovers, schoolmates, work colleagues and 

others were abruptly separated. In some cases, children had been 

visiting their grandparents on the other side of the border and were 

suddenly cut off from their parents. 
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-zx74jJ4E8X8/U4zwEStxifI/AAAAAAAAJJA/k6v-46KWCRg/s1600/Residents-of-West-Berlin-show-children-to-their-grandparents-who-reside-on-the-Eastern-side,-1961.jpg


Berlin Wall Erected by USSR (1961) 
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An exchange of spies and prisoners on  Glienicke  bridge, 1986 

During the era of Cold War, many spies, but also many innocent 

citizens of rivaling  world  powers, were captured and imprisoned 

on both sides of the Iron Curtain. Some of those prisoners were  

later freed or swapped for political reasons. 

Man in front of a war tank 

Emil Gallo, a Slovak plumber, standing in front of a Warsaw Pact 

tank and baring his chest in a gesture of protest during the invasion 

of Czechoslovakia in 1968. Taken on ~ŀŦłǊƛƪƻǾƻ námestie in 

Bratislava, Slovakia. 
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Mathias Rust's Cessna 172 that landed illegally in the Red Square on May 28, 

1987. A German amateur pilot that flew from Finland to Moscow (while being 

tracked by the Soviet air defense as well as Soviet Jet Interceptors - which never 

received permission to fire). 

Romania - During communism all the 8 year old 

children were made άpionierέ (pioneer). There 

were celebrations and everybody was very proud 

to become a responsible communist. This picture 

was taken in front of the Mausoleum in Marasesti 

where the heroes of  the 1st World War are 

buried. 
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http://iliketowastemytime.com/sites/default/files/rare-photos-mathias-rust-red-square.jpg


The Socialist Fraternal Kiss between Leonid Brezhnev and Erich Honecker, 

1979 

End of Communism 
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End of Communism  Tearing the Berlin Wall down, 1989 

9 

http://iliketowastemytime.com/sites/default/files/historical-photos-pt5-berlin-wall-november-1989.jpg
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Difficult times 
after war 
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Valka Lager, Nuremberg, West Germany, 1950 

A desolate image that captures the trauma of a Europe recovering 

from the Second World War.  Valka Lager was set up in 1946 

on the site of a former war ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΩǎ camp. After the war it 

started to house refugees from the Baltic states and other 

countries in Eastern Europe who had been displaced by the war. 

As late as 1951, it was still the home of more than 4,000 refugees. 

The end of World War Two brought in its wake the largest 

population movements in European history. Many people were 

displaced during the war and it was very hard for them to return 

home. 

12 



A girl who grew up in a concentration camp draws a picture of 

άƘƻƳŜέ while living in a residence for disturbed children, 1948 

This photograph was taken by Chim (David Seymour) in a home for 

emotionally disturbed children located in Warsaw, 1948. There are 

a few versions of this image, but most of the captions mention that 

the subject grew up inside a concentration camp. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ little 

information about the ƎƛǊƭΩǎ identity, her name was Tereszka, a 

diminutive version of Teresa. Her eyes are piercing, like a window 

to her soul. Not the eyes of an innocent youth. {ƘŜΩǎ probably 

experienced horrors at that age.  
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A German child meets her father, a WW2 soldier, for the first time 

since she was 1 year old, 1956 

The event of this famous photo was taken on ǿƘŀǘΩǎ known as ά5ƛŜ 

Heimkehr der Zehntausendέ (The Return of the 10,000), as they 

were  the  last  German POWs in the Soviet Union  to be  released. 

On a visit to Moscow in the fall 1955, Konrad  Adenauer secured 

the release of the last approximately 10,000 German POWs from 

Soviet prisons. In return, the Federal Republic agreed to establish 

diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. West German press 

reports emphasized  how well  the newly released men had 

survived their time in prison and how glad they were to reprise 

their roles as family breadwinners. The Soviets temporarily halted 

the release of prisoners when it became clear that the Federal 

Republic was seeking to delay the agreed-on exchange of 

ambassadors for as long as possible. 
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Romania: .ǳǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ   Photo: .ŇǊŇƎŀƴ - Sometime in that period 

Photographer: Valeriu Butoi 

SPAIN 

Ration card from the Spanish postwar 
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SPAIN 

1955-1975. More than a million Spaniards emigrated to Europe 

(especially  to France, Germany and Switzerland).  
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The ruins of Dresden, 1945 

At the end of World War Two the city of Dresden was in ruins, all its 

buildings were destroyed and thousands of civilians were dead. The 

order by Allied commanders to heavily bomb Dresden towards the 

end of the war has become one of the most controversial decisions 

made in the European theater. 

Interesting facts: 

Of 28,410 houses in central Dresden, 24,866 were destroyed. 15 sq 

km totally demolishedτof which there were: 14,000 homes, 72 

schools, 22 hospitals, 19 churches, 5 theaters, 50 banks, 31 

department  stores, 31 hotels and 62 administrative buildings. 
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